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One of the first tasks which claimed his attention was
to quiet the fears of the French. The Algeciras Conference
was about to meet. Germany was thought to be pursuing a
threatening policy, and the French were nervous to know
whether the new Liberal Government would sustain the
assurances of Lord Lansdowne, or go even further. On
January 10 and 15, 1906, Cambon asked Grey the press-
Ing question whether the British Government "would be
prepared to render France armed assistance/' in case of
German aggression, and whether it would sanction the con-
tinuation of the naval and military conversations. Grey
replied that he could not at the moment make any prom-
ises, as the Ministers were all dispersed, taking part in the
elections. He could only state as his personal opinion,
adopting the attitude of Lord Lansdowne, that if France
were to be attacked by Germany in consequence of a ques-
tion arising out of the Morocco Agreement, public opinion
in England would be strongly moved in favor of France.
As to the naval and military conversations which had been
going on, the former had been direct between the French
and English Naval Staffs. They were already on a satis-
factory basis, having been conducted on the English side
by Sir John Fisher. But the plans for military cooperation
were less satisfactory, being at*the moment in the hands of
an unofficial intermediary. Between January 10 and 15,
however, Sir Edward Grey had managed to see the Secre-
tary for War, Mr. Haldane, at an election meeting in
Northumberland. Mr. Haldane had authorized Grey to say
that these military communications might now proceed
directly and officially between General Grierson and the
French Military Attache, but it must be understood that
these communications did not commit either Government.178
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